
LFICD Board Meeting 
Sept. 7, 2021  

Virtual Meeting 
Draft minutes 
1.  Call to order:  5:35 
Present:  David Dodge, Wendy Lynch, Dinah Bain, Gary Rodes, Christine Chapline, Judd 
Markowski, Craig Zondag 

2.  Approve Aug. 7, 2021, minutes:   
The August minutes are approved. 

3.  Treasurer’s report:   
Cash forward:  $87,387.67 
Cash received:  $25,040.66 
Total cash for month:  $112,428.33 
Total Disbursements:  $22,457.51 
Cash on hand:  $89,970.82 
Accounts payable:  $1,200 
Accounts receivable:  $0.00 
Net current assets:  $88,770.82 
The Treasurer’s report is approved. 

4.  Field and lab report:   
The CDC Light Traps are still yielding large numbers of mosquitoes, which have not tapered off, 
as would normally be expected in August. Upland species are still predominant.   
The VAA lab is helping with mosquito ID; Craig sent about 8,000 mosquitoes to them for 
identification. 

Field Conditions: The month of August sustained adult mosquito activity as a result of the July 
rain events. CDC Light Traps at our 8 permanent weekly trap locations yielded the largest 
number of adult mosquitoes of the season. Traps yielded 10,620 mosquitoes the first week in 
August 2021, compared to 4,369 mosquitoes the first week of August in 2019, a comparable 
year.  The first week in August of 2020 yielded only 106 mosquitoes.  These light trap collections 
(by number and species) typically peak at the end of June and first week in July. However, May 
and June were extremely dry and mosquito activity was down. Once again, Ochlerotatus 
trivittatus, a mosquito that breeds in temporary woodland puddles and in grassland/meadow 
puddles predominate the traps. They are found in upland habitats away from the floodplains. 
They stay close to their breeding sites and are an aggressive daytime/nighttime biter. We are 
beginning to see these numbers taper in some sectors. These mosquitoes are multivoltine 
(meaning that the females can lay multiple sets of eggs, perhaps 7-11 times). Each egg laying 
scenario requires a bloodmeal. Though Oc. Trivittatus has not been tested positive for potential 
disease transmission in the State of Vermont this year, it is still a potential vector, particularly as 
they persist into the fall.  



LFICD Field Tech Internship: Mia Handte-Reinecker wrapped up her internship on Friday, 
August 27 and began school, Monday, August 30 at UVM. It was an unusual busy season toward 
the end of her internship. There are still many samples of mosquitoes, yet to be identified and 
weekly Light Traps to be set up. Mia helped revise the collection data from spreadsheets past, 
highlighting predominant nuisance species with greater contrasting colors on the epi-week bar 
graphs. Mia presented these graphs to the Vermont Agency of Agriculture (“VAA”) on August 
26. These graphs can now be viewed on our website, thanks to Alissa Shethar (Board member). 
A legend and key are forth coming and will be added to the website. Mia was essential in helping 
collect and rear egg rafts to be submitted for the NEVBD (Northeast Regional Vector Borne 
Diseases) pesticide resistance monitoring program through Cornell University. Though Mia’s 
internship ended in August, she is still working on behalf of the district and also for class credit 
at UVM in creating a final report and project. Her project is to include an Integrated Mosquito 
Management (“IMM”) podcast of several minutes that will be posted on our website, helping to 
educate people about protecting themselves from mosquitoes. Once again, I’m appreciative of 
the Board’s support for the internship program and grateful to have had Mia this Summer.  

 August was met with some publicity. I was interviewed by VT Digger and NBC5 in the first half 
of August. Like my interview with WDEV back in June, topics of what folks can do to protect 
themselves from mosquitoes and being aware that there are different species specific to habitats, 
both natural and manmade. The LFICD “Hot-Line” continues to provide an opportunity to assits 
homeowners.  

Tire slicer:  Patti Casey, (the LFICD’ s VAA grant administrator) has a lot of logistics to clear at 
the State level before moving ahead with the purchase of a tire slicer but is still very positive 
about getting a tire slicer for farmers’ tire bunkers. 

We may be able to use 120-day briquettes in the Lemon Fair scroll bar formations that were 
identified by the mapping project. A scroll bar is a ridge on the inside of a meander bend which 
parallels the curvature of the channel and is separated from the inner bank by a swale.  These 
would be placed by canoe early in the Spring. 

5.  Public Outreach (Craig):   
Complaint Calls: The first week of August saw our first complaint calls. A total of 43 registered 
complaint calls were filed. The LFICD responded with arranged site visits to most of the calls, 
offering advice on what they can do to reduce mosquito habitat on their properties and setting up 
a CDC Light Trap on their respective properties. Once again, the predominant species in Light 
Traps were upland mosquitoes. One site had an unusual number of floodplain mosquitoes far 
away from any river or tributary. However, this species may also take advantage of hay fields 
that puddle or pool water for breeding habitat. The sites on properties of most interest and 
concern were vegetable and flower gardens. Aside from the ideal resting habitat these areas 
provide, it begs the question, “Why are gardens such a magnet for mosquito activity?” Could it 
possibly be the extra nutrients, fertilizer, manure…worked into the soil that off gasses CO2? Or 



other organic compounds in the garden? Gardens were definitely a common thread in complaint 
calls. People expressed much appreciation for the site visits and seemed genuinely interested in 
learning about the different types of mosquitoes they were being plagued with and what they can 
do to modify their properties to reduce both breeding and resting habitats. There are still some 
complaint calls being addressed and will hopefully wrap things up by October. 

The complaint site light traps have yielded mostly Oc. Trivittatus. 

6.  Correspondence:   
A letter dated August 8, 2021, was received from former LFICD field coordinator, Tom 
Vanacore.  The letter was also sent to the Bridport, Cornwall and Weybridge select board chairs.  
The letter was discussed, and it was decided we would meet with each of the select board to 
answer any of the concerns raised in the letter.  Mr. Vanacore requested that his letter to be 
included in the Sept. minutes.  It is attached.   

7.  Select Board Agendas: 
David will send a request to meet with each Select Board (along with the LFICD board members 
from their respective towns) at their next available meeting to discuss this year’s difficult 
mosquito season, plans for 2022, and concerns outlined in the Vanacore letter.     

The following is the select board meeting schedule: 
  
Cornwall, September 21, 7:00 PM virtually.  Please go to the Cornwall website for Zoom details. 
  
Weybridge, October 5, 7:00 PM virtually.  Please go the Weybridge website for Zoom details. 
  
Bridport, October 11, 6:00 PM in person. 

8.  Drones:  
The Future of Mosquito Control: There has been much discussion on this subject as we 
evaluate what are mosquito control Best Management Practices (BMP’s). The ecology of 
mosquitoes in the Lemon Fair River floodplain is very dynamic. It’s been a long time since the 
800+ acres of the floodplain lit up all at once with mosquito larvae. Instead, what we’ve 
discovered is that much smaller pockets of acreages light up. Seven to perhaps 20-30 acres at a 
time. Some of these areas can be treated by hand, but many are too large for that and much too 
small to prescribe and deploy an aerial larvicide treatment. Unmanned Aircraft Systems (“UAS” 
aka drone) technologies may bridge the gap. There are mechanical UAS, capable of payloads 
carrying 40 lbs. of granular product. Drones can treat up to two acres per minute. A hand 
treatment of the same area could take up to 1-2 hours. A drone can also treat up to 200 acres a 
day. This technology would afford us to not only stamp out fires of larval hot spots, it would 
enable us to treat areas that we’ve not been able to treat before. The State of Vermont does not 
currently issue permits for use of drones to distribute larvicide.   



Another area of IMM is helping farmers reduce breeding habitat of mosquitoes using whole tires 
which are used to weigh down the tarps on horizontal silage bunkers. The State of VT through 
the VAA is and has been looking into the purchase of a sidewall cutter. The sidewall cutter cuts 
both sidewalls off a tire and just leaves the tread. The sidewall then weighs down the tarps and 
are incapable of collecting water as whole tires which breed mosquitoes on farms. This will not 
only protect farm workers but also the dairy cows. A lot of work still has to take place on both of 
these fronts. This is the direction the LFICD is moving toward.    

Craig had a conversation with Bill Reynolds from Leading Edge Technologies about drone 
licensing.  Bill will help us approach the VAA from the industry standard regarding regulations 
of drones at the State level. 
Craig will be taking the 3-week on-line drone course from UVM. Craig’s first goal is to get a 
license to operate a surveillance drone.  We will continue to gather information on using a 
payload drone for larvicide application.   

9.  New board member update: None. 
10.  New business:  None. 
11.  Next meeting:  Virtual meeting, October 5, 2021, at 5:30 PM 



  



  



  


