LFICD Board Meeting
Tuesday, July 7, 2026
5:30 PM via Zoom

Draft Minutes:

1. Call to order: 5:37
Present: Dinah Bain, Bob Cluss, Christine Chapline, Gary Rodes, David Zarowin, Annie Murphy, Craig
Zondag

2. Approve the June 2, 2026 draft minutes:
The June 2, 2026 minutes are approved.

3. Treasurer’s report:

Cash forward: $157,501.29

Cash received: $102.78

Total cash for month: $157,604.07

Total Disbursements: $19,673.74

Cash on hand LFICD: $137,930.33

Total Accounts payable: $0.00

Total Accounts receivable: $29,600.00

Net cash, w/grant cash:
Net current cash w/o grant cash: $131,830.33
Net current assets with grant cash and CD: $204,869.08

Private Grant:

Initial: $72,200

Added to checking account: $36,200.00
Initial CD deposit: $36,000.00

Spent: $500.00

CD interest in 2025: $683.21

CD interest 1/2026-6/2026: $655.54
Current Grant CD value: $37,338.75
Current total value: $73,038.75

The VAA-FM grant fiscal year ended June 30; the remaining invoices need to be submitted by August 15.
We did not use all of the 2025-2026 grant money.

The board discussed whether or not to bill the towns for this year; it is likely that we will not need the
town money. It was decided to wait until the end of the season in August before sending a letter to the
towns regarding their LFICD commitments.

CD renewal: The CD at National Bank of Middlebury is due to roll over on August 15. Dinah will look at
the rates before our next meeting (on August 4) to decide whether to keep the CD there.

4. Field Coordinator Report: (Craig)

GIS-Lidar Mapping Internship: On the first of the month, the interns and myself met with Middlebury
College Intern, Henry Ward, and the Associate Professor Charlie Bettigole. We discussed what the needs
are of the LFICD going forward and further addressed aerial surveillance of a study plot on a private



residence in Cornwall. Henry has also flown over “Devil’s Triangle”, the wetland created by the Beaver
Brook that flows down from Bittersweet Falls. The larger project is to include treatment maps identifying
land owners and respective property lines. Henry has also created a map identifying the location of
wellheads in potential treatment zones, which is one of the VAA-FM grant requirements.

The interns and myself have met with a couple of residents along Snake Mountain Road and have
received verbal permission to access land for both surveillance and launching a drone in the event of a
need for treatment.

I have also conducted surveillance and evaluations of a total of three private residence in Cornwall to
assess mosquito breeding habitats on their property. Then I made recommendations to reduce habitats.
These folks have been most appreciative of these visits.

Field and Light Trap Surveillance: Once again, dry conditions through the month of June have not yielded
significant swarms of mosquitoes. Comparing EPI weeks 23,24, and 25 from 2025 and 2026 respectively,
this is what our CDC light Traps have yielded:

2025 yielded: 56,838 mosquitoes

2026 yielded: 2,768 mosquitoes

Though people have been enjoying the lack of mosquitoes, particularly in the evenings and when working
in their gardens, there is something else going on here. As we sort our Light Traps, there is much less
diversity of nontarget species of insects. I would estimate that diversity is less than 50%. I don’t know
what this means, but it warrants our attention.

A new species of mosquito has been added to our district. Orthopodomyia signifera/alba a.k.a. “Trechole
mosquito.” This mosquito is not typically attracted to light traps. There are no virus isolations associated
with this mosquito. Also, in one of our dips for larvae, we collected two really large larvae along with
about 5 other smaller larvae. I’ve never seen or collected this larvae in the field before, though I was
pretty sure what it was. We set them up in a rearing chamber back in the lab. After a time, I asked the
interns to check on those two larvae. Then I asked, “Are the other larvae in the chamber?” Their reponse,
“No, where did they go?” They were eaten by the other mosquito larvae. These are Gallinippers,
Psorophora ciliata | They are carnivorous and eat other mosquito larvae. It was then, the interns took
interest in feeding them more larvae. The two Gallinippers emerged and turned out to be males. They will
be added to our pinned collection.

On June 24", we crossed paths with Jim Eikenberry of the NRCS. Earlier in the Spring, the VAA-F&M,
Jim and myself met on a “TEAMS” meeting on line to discuss management of the Reed canary Grass.
The meeting did not seem encouraging. But after meeting Jim in the field, he shared with me that he’s
going to begin brush-hogging areas (as per my suggestion) of the floodplain, conduct an herbicide
treatment and plant native trees and shrubs.

NEVBD (Northeastern Regional Center for Excellence in Vector-Borne Diseases): As required by the
VAA-F&M, the interns and myself have been collecting mosquito egg rafts out in the field from artificial
containers and bringing them back to rear them in the lab. Upon hatching we try to isolate Culex pipiens
from Culex restuans as larvae. Once we get a representative sample of early instar larvae (goal: minimum
of 10 sets of egg rafts) we will send them to the NEVBD at Cornell University in NY for pesticide
resistance testing. Cornell also likes our Vermont mosquitoes and has set up in-house breeding colonies
and have requested that we send as many as we can to grow the colony. On this last day June 30, we
collected 19 egg rafts.

LFICD Open House:
The Lemon Fair Insect Control District will host its Annual Open House on Saturday, July 25, 2026 at the
Field Lab/Office in Weybridge which is located directly behind the Weybridge Congregational Church,



2790 Weybridge Rd. aka Rte. 23. The Open House will run from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM on that Saturday.
Folks can learn about how the mosquito season is going for the three towns of Cornwall, Weybridge and
Bridport. You can also learn how to reduce mosquitoes on your property without the use of chemical
pesticides. You’ll get to meet our two college interns and learn about the work they have been doing this
Summer. Past Middlebury College interns have worked with the LFICD on maps of Phases I & II of the
Lemon Fair River, which will be on display. We’ll have the microscopes set up and you’ll be able to
observe both odd and fascinating features of mosquitoes. Refreshments will be served.

5. New business:

TextNow (our cell phone service) emailed Gary about sending a SIM card upgrade to use their wireless
service, but after checking reviews of their 5G service, Gary doesn’t think we should use it.

Gary plans to leave the board and is compiling information that will need to be turned over to a
replacement.

New lab computer options:

Gary has been investigating potential computer workstations to purchase for the lab, taking into
consideration our mapping needs.

He is considering the following configuration targets, based on recommendations for an entry level GIS
workstation:

Intel Core Ultra 7 (the chip 270K or 270, 265K or 265), includes integrated graphics
32 GB of memory

1 TB M2 storage

Windows 11 Pro

Video card:

Nvidia RTX A1000

or

Nvidia RTX 2000 ADA

Options: Dell vs. Lenovo computers:
Dell Pro 7 line ($3600) or pro 5 ($2800) without a video card (re-using the one we have), or Lenovo pre-
configured systems with a video card.

We won’t need to generate the map files (which will be done at Middlebury College), but we will need to
display and possibly modify them and download them for the drone operator. Gary will contact Charlie
Bettigole for guidance on the necessary workstation configuration for the mapping needs.

The board deputized Gary to purchase the computing power necessary for the polygon mapping.

A motion was made to authorize up to $4,000 for the computer workstation configuration and to authorize
Gary and Craig to purchase the workstation they need in consultation with the Charlie Betttigole at
Middlebury college.

The motion passed with 5 board member votes; Gary abstaining.

6. Adjourn 6:36
Next meeting: Tuesday, August 4, 5:30 via Zoom.
To view the video of this meeting, use the following link:

https://middlebury.zoom.us/rec/share/E00gHAhPTR96vallgt2GbW9a9fsrdW1 Trek6fF WNK-
tkerRN4j4KK Ce3169Ev3n. 1X3Z0ARMgO9Pjhv

Passcode: m3Bn+G=N
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